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During the building of the new wing, erected by the munifi-
cence of Mr. Forster Green, and opened on May 28th, 1897,
the work of the hospital was necessarily suspended in part,
but the additions and improvements will prove of great value.
The household expenditure. including surgical material and
medicines, amounted to &pound;436 7s., while the contributions
from the intern patients were &pound;330 18s.

A Lady Official.
Miss Strangman, who had been for some time clinical

assistant at the Cork Lunatic Asylum, was unanimously
appointed assistant medical officer at the last meetivg of the
Board of Governors.
Feb 1st

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Uses of Bleeding, Emetics, and Blisters.
AT the meeting of the Academy of Medicine which was

held on Jan. 25th M. Robin pleaded hard for a revival of the
use of three therapeutic agents which have almost completely
dropped out of use at the present day-namely, bleeding,
emetics, and blisters. In cases of pneumonia, ur&aelig;mia, and
morbus cordis the letting of blood increases nitrogenous
changes in the tissues, increases the oxidation of the
products of disintegration, and assists chemical action
in the nervous system. It also increases to a con-

siderable degree the changes brought about by respira-
tion and is a method of general oxidation which should
not be neglected in cases of cardiac weakness, pulmonary
(Bdema, malnutrition and toxasmia. Emetics in the treat-
ment of pulmonary diseases are gradually being replaced
more and more by antisepsis of the bronchi, but it must not
be forgotten that besides their action upon the respiratory
tracts emetics have an cxidising effect consequent upon the
increased respiratory movements which they bring about.
This action of emetics upon chemical change in the tissues
was a reason for M. Robin to urge their reintroduction into
practice, and he considered that emetics were just as useful
in bronchial affections as purgatives in gastro-intestinal
cases. As for blisters M. Robin agrees with M. Ferran
and considers that they augment phagocytosis and increase
nervous influence. They also aid respiratory movements
and have an undeniable action upon respiratory chemi-
cal action which M. Robin considers very useful in

pulmonary congestion, pleurisy, and pneumonia. M.
Trasbot held that bleeding and emetics were excellent
therapeutic agents in veterinary medicine. M. Huchard

agreed with M. Robin as to the value of bleeding and
emetics, but with reference to blisters he considered that
there were several objections to their use and that these

ought to be clearly set forth in the interest of patients them-
selves who often clamoured for the application of blisters,
and that there were cases where their use would be very
doubtful or even might be attended with fatal consequences,
while M. Laborde pointed out that blisters sometimes brought
on nephritis.

Expansion ot the Right Auriele during Inspiraticn
demonstrated by the Radioscope.

At the meeting of the Academy of Sciences held on
Jan. 24th M. Bouchard reported the following interestirg
observation. He was examining the thorax (from the back)
of a young girl whose right lung was slightly affected with a
tuberculous infiltration, and he saw a convex projection which
at certain definite intervals appeared to the right of the
shadow thrown by the vertebral column in the place corre-
sponding to that thrown by the heart to the left of the
column. By following the movements of this projecting
body, which did not correspond with the proper movements
of the heart, and by comparing them with the up-and-down
movements of the liver during respiration M. Bouchard decided
that the shadow came out to the right when the liver sank and
went back when it rose again. By making the patient turn her
body slightly so that the left shoulder was somewhat in the
rear of a line drawn through the transverse axis of the pelvis,
M. Bouchard saw more distinctly the mass of the auricles
and also their special movements. The increase in size of
the auricular mass was quite plain during the sinking of the
liver-i.e., during inspiration. In two other patients, the
one with slight infiltration of the right apex and the other I

with a more extensive consolidation of the left apex,.
M. Bouchard was unable to arrive at the same results.
He followed up these researches by examining two women.
suffering from asthma, but only in one was he able to demon-
strate the increase in size of the auricle which brings about
a slight diminution in the intra-thoracic pressure during*
inspiration and so at once causes an influx both of blood and!
of air. ..

The Uses of Pieric Acid in Surgery. 
’

On Jan. 19tih M. Larouche communicated some observatioria.
to the Society of Surgery upon two cases of poisoning brought
about by the use of picric acid as a dressing for burns iri
two children. Each of the children was dressed with’200*
grammes of an ointment of the strength of 1 in 10’ and
both suffered from vomiting, intestinal pains, diarrhoea,
black urine, and jaundice. M. Brun had seen a case of
death following the use of this acid in an infant aged’
eighteen months and had abandoned its use. M. Tuffier
considered that any other antiseptic was as good or even-
better and M. Felizet agreed. On the other side, however,
MM. Michaux and Reynier said that they had seen very
good results follow the use of picric acid. M. Championniere-
said that he never used it. M. Potherat cited some cases of
poisoning in infants from its use, while MM. Hartmann and
Reclus said that its use was accompanied by great pain..
M. Walther drew the following conclusion from these various
opinions : that infants appeared to be very sensitive to this-
particular antiseptic and that even adults exhibited very
varying degrees of tolerance-a fact which must be taken.
into consideration as regards its use.

Obituary.
In addition to that of Dr. P6an,l the deaths are announced

of the following medical men :-Dr. Mesnet, the celebrated
alienist who was formerly physician to the hospitals, and
Dr. Pietra Santa, editor of the Journal d’ Hygiene and
formerly physician to the Emperor Napoleon III.
Jan. 28th.

ROME.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Students’ "Demonstrations" at Bologna.
THE "mother of universities" is showing the worst of

examples to her academic progeny throughout the kingdom!>
Her interim professor of anatomy, Dr. Luigi Monti, happens
to be a favourite with the students, but her Faculty of
Medicine for reasons of their own see fit to nominate to the-
chair Dr. Romeo Fusari, an anatomist with an exceptionally
good record at Messina and Modena. The students in
resentment at the change "demonstrated" " three hundred
strong on Thursday, Jan. 20th, and again on Sunday, the
23rd, breaking windows and patrolling the streets shouting,
" Abbasso Murri," 11 Abbasso Albertoni," whose votes were-
cast in Professor Fusari’s favour. These distinguished
clinicians and consultants (the former a contributor
to THE LANCET) will not, of course, reverse their
decision under such intimidation and Professor Fusarw
will succeed to the post he is eminently qualified ta"
fill. But is not the frequent recurrence of these "tumul-
tuose dimostrzioni" becoming a scandal in academic:

Italy, demanding as summary suppression as the far more
intelligible agitauon of the proletariat for "paneelavoro’
(bread and work) At nearly all the Italian seats of learning
the students are taking a side in the "Dreyfus case  and
telegraphing remonstrances with their young contemporaries
of the Latin Quarter. This tendency to premature inter-
vention in political discussion is a besetting weakness of the
southern "Burschenschaft" which would be far better
employed at such " demonstrations as those (say) of
Professor Fusari than in starting " demonstrations" of
their own full of sound and fury signifying nothing."

Professor Lustig’s Anti-bicbonic Serum.
In THE LANCET of Nov. 20th, 1897, some account was

given of the studies in the prophylaxis of "pestis bubonica’"
undertaken earlier in the year at the instance of the Italian
Government by Dr. Alessandro Lustig, Professor of General
Pathology in the Florentine Istituto di Studi Superiorb

1 An account of the life and work of Dr. P&eacute;an will be found in our
Obituary.&mdash;ED. L.
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same seat of learning. These studies culminated in Pro- a

Lustig’s discovery of an anti-bubonic serum which, &deg;
tested again and again by his three colleagues as well n

as by himself and checked and counter-checked by every c
‘ 

available means of eliminating fallacy, is believed to be of
decided prophylactic efficacy against the disease. Now it
appears that in consequence of the recrudescence of the 

1" pestis " in the Bombay Presidency Professor Lustig has ".received from the sanitary authorities there a request by
telegraph to send out immediately a large quantity of his (
anti-bubonic serum. That request has been promptly com- ’.
iplied with; and not only so, but Professor Lustig has larranged that one of his assistants in the Florentine t

laboratory, Dr. Nuton, shall have leave of absence to go out
to the plague-stricken foci, with a view to cooperating with i

rthe Bombay physicians in the application of the serum and ’,
to framing an official report on its prophylactic virtues.
This latter step on Professor Lustig’s part, I think it right to
add, has been taken purely in the interests of science :
"senza chiedere ne per se ne per suo assistente compenso ;
alcuno (without stipulating for himself or his assistant any
 compensation).,compensation). 

’A Bond-fide Centenarian.
A generation ago appeared Sir G. Cornewall Lewis’s paper

in which he expressed his disbelief in any man or woman
having reached the age of 100 years. The controversy
,it evoked, while putting it beyond a doubt that the claims of
tParr, Jenkins, or the Countess of Desmond to have exceeded
that term by fifty-two, sixty-nine, and forty years respectively
break down on examination, made it also clear that
the "centenarian" " as vouched for up to the date of the
-controversy was a rather mythical personage. Since then,
however, registration, more regular and with better title to
authenticity, has shown that the longevity in dispute has
more than once been attained, and indeed in the week now
closing a bond-fide centenarian presented himself at the
Vatican to arrange for his being received in audience by the
Holy Father. This is Signor Felice Pacelli, born Jan. 23rd,
1798, father of the Commendatore Pietro Pacelli, uncle of
the Councillor and advocate the Commendatore Filippo, and
grandfather of the Communal Councillor Ernesto Pacelli, all
well-known public men. The venerable gentleman was

Director-General of Customs in the Papal Government before
it was superseded by the Italian in 1870 ; he remembers all
the great crises of the century now closing, and at the
birthday banquet given in his honour last Tuesday in the
’house of his grandson, Signor E. Pacelli, he displayed a
,physical robustness and a mental vivacity rare in men
thirty years his junior. In fact, he replied to the toast of
his own health with animation and point in a full, clear
voice and perfect articulation, and concluded by drinking to
the prosperity of all present, " augurando loro una longevita
pari alla sua" (wishing them a longevity equal to his own).
Afterwards he conversed with them singly, dwelt on the
politics of the day, and indulged in many picturesque
reminiscences, such as his having once acted as cup-bearer to

,’Pope Pius VII., who succeeded to the chair of St. Peter in
. -1800 and died in 1823. If spared for less than two more
,years Signor Pacelli will have witnessed the expiry of the
eighteenth century and the opening of the twentieth.

The ,Spread of Influenza: a Warning.
It is not here only and in the Trastevere, as already

-indicated,’ that influenza is diffusing itself. With the
Italian spring now within measurable distance the malady is
daily numbering more cases, few indeed of great import as
yet, but tending to become more serious as special " candi-
dates" are attacked. The English-speaking visitor, now
’beginning to arrive in increasing force, must avoid exposure
to atmospheric vicissitude especially when fatigued and in
the later hours of the day unless adequately fortified with a
,.good meal and protected with warm clothing. The risks he
runs are greatest in the southern provinces, particularly in
and around Naples. From the attractive neighbourhood of
Benevento a medical correspondent tells me ttat for nearly
,a month influenza has been on the wing, alighting on this or
that centre I I to stay," until in the town of S. Bartolomeo in
Galdo I intere famiglie ne sono attaccate ed in moltissime
case non v’e persona immune (whole families have been
seized by it and in very many houses not a single person has
.escaped). These are precisely the circumstances in which

1 THE LANCET, Jan. 15th, 1898, p. 189

the enthusiastic votary of art, of nature, or of antiquity is
apt to succumb with no other aid procurable than the
‘&deg; medico condotto "(divisional practitioner). Therefore we
may repeat, Verbu.1l1, sapienti-if, indeed, the said enthusiast
can in these matters be ever called " sapiens."

Professor Mosso on Educational Reform.
The book of the hour is " La Riforma dell’ Educazione,"

by that indomitable nature student and laboratory worker,
Dr. Angelo Mosso, Professor of Physiology in the University
of Turin. Some six years ago, when THE LANCET opened its
columns to the fruitful theme started by Sir J. Crichton.
Browne on " Sex in Education 2 Professor Mosso’a contribu-
tion to the discussion was welcomed with the cordiality due
to an able and impartial observer, and now he has followed
this up by a series of other papers treating on such attractive
subjects as the "Causes of the Effeminacy of the Latin
Races," "Physical Education in France," 11 increasing
Puniness and the Military Laws," the " Education of the
Future," &0. But another opportunity -more favour-
able than the fag-end of a letter-must be reserved for a
notice of this thoroughly scientific and brilliantly written
book.
Jan. 31st.

NEW YORK.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Immigration Statistics in 1897.
IMMIGRATION to the United States during the fiscal year

ended June 30th, 1897, shows a decrease of 112 435 from the
arrivals for the preceding year, and was the smallest
in volume since the subject was placed under Federal
supervision by the Act of Aug. 31d, 1882. In fact,
it was the smallest of any fiscal year since 1879,
during which year 177,826 were reported to have arrived.
During the year now reported 230,832 persons arrived, of .

whom 228,952 were permitted to land and 1880 were

debarred and deported in accordance with law. Of those
deported 328 belonged to the class known as alien contract
labourers and 1289 were returned as belonging to the classes
of aliens prohibited from admission under the Act approved
March 3rd, 1891. In addition 263 persons who had become
public charges within one year from arrival were returned
either at the expense of the steamship line by which they
came or at the expense of the immigrant fund. The number
of immigrants who fell into temporary distress within one
year of landing was 1424. Those unfortunates were

relieved and their maintenance and hospital charges paid
from the immigrant fund. The heavy decrease in immigra-
tion is attributed to recent restrictive legislation. The
Commissioner- General in his report shows that the annual
average for the period 1884 to 1893 inclusive was 472,063.
After the legislation of 1891 and 1893 became effective the
annual average in the period 1894 to 1897 inclusive fell to
279,566. Some other causes are reported as reasons for
decreased immigration, such as the influence on immigra-
tion which other countries are exercising by means of
bounties and land grants. The amount of money brought
into the country by immigrants cannot be accurately shown,
owing to the fact that they are not required to disclose any
sum in excess of$30. The report of the service, however,
shows that during the year immigrants exhibited to the
inspectors sums which aggregated$3,541,241.

Antitoxin for Hog Cholera.
The chief of the Bureau of Animal Industry, Dr. D. E.

Salmon, has submitted a report on the experiments made in
the treatment of hogs for hog cholera with antitoxin serum.

This serum is made on the same principle as the antitoxin of
diphtheria. Good serum has been obtained from horses and
cattle, a horse or cow being inoculated with the hog cholera

, virus in small quantities at first and with larger doses
, after suitable intervals of time. The resistance of the
. animal is thus raised to the highest practicable point.

The blood of such an animal when injected under the skin
 of swine, has been found to possess both a preventive and
i a curative action. This serum was first tested on small

animals in the laboratory, and being found efficacious was
i tested on several herds of swine containing altogether 278

2 Vide THE LANCET, May 7th, 14th, and 28th, 1892.


